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Gunther, John. Inside U.S.A. Harper. May 28, 


1947. 979p. $5.00. 


The man standing next the grocery store looked 
intently the title the book that had placed the 
counter and then said emphatically, “That’s good book. 
bought one yesterday. Cost five dollars but it’s worth 
Did you read his other books?” 


readily admitted that had not read the other “inside” 
books, but added that was finding Inside U.S.A. interest- 
fact, had rather prejudiced attitude toward 
the book when commenced reading it. recalled the 
harsh things that had heard, especially about Inside 
Latin One critic, least, had said that was 
little more than digest several Fortune 
haps that why started reading this book page 979 
rather than page wondered what had been used 
source material, since understood that Gunther 
wanted the book accepted being definitely and com- 
pletely his own work. Gerald Johnson, reviewing the 
book the Herald-Tribune June also gave that im- 
pression. Although Mr. Johnson was very enthusiastic 
about it, wanted convince myself that was good 
book. felt bit guilty, too, because had asked the 
Book the Month Club send the book me, even 
hough was their June selection. 


in 
ing. 


spite this skeptical attitude, readily admit that 
liked the book very much and readily recommend 
all classes readers. index, first concern 
mentioned above, thirty-two pages length, and has 
three columns fine print each page. sure that 


nobody earth except John Gunther would able 
tell something about each name and place 


mentioned. 


The next section, twelve pages length, devoted the 
bibliography. this section some notes are given that 
the reader may know what material Gunther used 
preparing the chapters. informs us, this section, 
that made considerable use Fortune, the New Re- 
public, the New York Times, the New York Herald- 
Tribune, Time, Life, PM, and the New York Post. From 
this list might inferred that Gunther apt left 
center most issues, and the book easily proves the 
inference correct. 


Finally, the author lists double column names 
each twelve pages, and states that talked with each 
person mentioned, beginning with Dean Acheson and 
ending with Darryl Zanuck. adds that talked with 
many others whose names did not learn, such 
“sharecroppers, railway conductors, taxi drivers, shoe- 
shine boys, and directors publicity”. states plainly: 
“Nine-tenths this book the result direct evidence 
picked own eyes and ears; overwhelmingly 
sources are primary and personal, word mouth. 
This proper and unavoidable technique journalism, 
preparation this book has, from first last and top 
bottom, been one man employed professional 
researchers whatever” (p. 921). 


the chapters, mathematical distribution 
has been attempted. Some states are allotted several 
chapters each; times several states are grouped into 
one chapter. The author visited every state the nation, 
and every city importance. began his trip Cali- 
fornia, went the west coast, then into the great plains, 
then into the middle west, then New England, next 


~ 
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down the Atlantic seaboard, and then over into Texas. 
Washington, C., was intentionally omitted; Mr. Gun- 
ther intends devote entire book that 
cal, economic, and geographic features are included 
each chapter. Corruption the cities, wheat farming, 
the important men and women each state—such topics 
these are typical those which constitute the sub- 
stance the book. Now and then entire chapter 
devoted one man, such chapter 24, given over 
Senator Vandenberg. The author keeps his dislikes under 
control most the time; only mild type condemna- 
tion heaped upon Colonel McCormick and the Chicago 
Tribune. amazing amount factual information, in- 
terestingly presented and skillfully interpreted, included 
each chapter. simply impossible present sum- 
mary it. You can start with any chapter you wish; 
there particular continuity. Wherever you start, you 
are certain encounter interesting material and point 
view which, while not always acceptable every 
reader, all times frank and apparently sincere. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth. The Ebbing Tide. Crowell. June 
10, 1947. 310p. $2.75. 


Again Miss Ogilvie writing the Maine coast and 
the people who live that seemingly harsh but really 
ruggedly beautiful region. Again the scene the story 
laid Bennett’s Island and this time the simple 
story woman’s love and how she almost permitted 
that love wrecked. 

Joanna’s first husband had been the slightly improvident 
but charmingly romantic Alec. After his sudden and 
tragic death she had married Nils Sorenson, imperturb- 
able, understanding and competent. story’s opening 
Nils leaving for service with the Coast Guard the 
Pacific and Joanna finds the even tenor her life shat- 
tered the impending separation. Her main intent 
preserve the serene, well-ordered and mentally healthy 
way life which they have built for themselves. This 
she does maintaining her home, caring for her son, 
planning for the future, reviewing the traditions 
the Bennetts whose families have owned the island and 
engaged lobster fishing for generations. these things 
she finds solace, normalcy and partial contentment, living 
the expectancy Nils’ return and the resumption 
their full life together. 

But then aunt marriage violates the family tradi- 
tion and sells portion the island Dennis Garland, 
surgeon discharged from the army because fatigue. 
Joanna resents his intrusion but she comes know 
him better the resentment fades and becomes first 
acceptance and then liking. The attraction grows 
Dennis reveals himself resemble Alec many respects. 
And then Joanna begins fear that she falling love 
with Dennis, love that would violate her constanev 
Nils. She begins avoid Dennis and speak him 
incidents, she almost capitulates her new passion only 
discover that she had heen idealizing Dennis Alec. 
When Dennis resolves her psychological quirks she sees 
that there was never any question infidelity Nils but 
only mourning Alec’s death. Then Nils returns 
slightly lamed and partially maladjusted. Relations are 


Gunther Ogilvie Albrand Bercovici 


Best SELLER 


awkward for time between him and Joanna with 
misunderstanding the other. However their troubles 
esolved and their life together goes all its 
the story ends. 

There wealth additional incident woven about lif: 
the island its daily texture, all true life 
all charmingly yet realistically 
Ogilvie has sensitive appreciation for the life and 
the Maine coast and succeeds transferring that 
preciation the reader. She sees beauty, 
strength and ruggedness both region and 
book wholesome and interesting reading for adults. 


Albrand, Martha. Whispering Hill. Random 
June 1947. 266p. $2.50. 
Frustration, hatred and revenge are the ingredients 
this slightly different variation the “triangle” theme 
this case the two women seeking dominate the 
Luke Sedley are his mother and wife. 
When Norah Sedley’s husband died (Luke was only: 
child the time) she was determined never lose 
son’s love she had that her husband. Shortly 
his death Lou Sedley had had affair with 
Fenton, young widow and mother baby girl. 
Norah’s intrigue the romance ended with the untimel 
death Elizabeth. 
Luke, now young man recently returned from the war 
announces his intention marry. What does 
know, and never learns, however, that 
daughter his father’s mistress. What follows shee 
melodramatics. When Norah’s revelation 
does not deter Elizabeth from marriage the older woma 
threatens have her out the way she did her 
rival. But this time she the loser and takes the 
way out—suicide. 
Whispering Hill nothing more than 
monotonously drawn out book-length 
theme and mediocrity are the sort thing which 
avid “soap opera” fans thrive. 

Francis 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


* * 


Bercovici, Konrad. The Exodus. Y., Beechhur 
Press. May 31, 1947. 319p. $3.00. 

This the story how carelessly spoken word 
first into national hope, and then into great and 
cessful mass migration. The word was spoken Mos 
his sister Miriam. After had struck one 
Pharao’s officials and killed him, Moses, 
Egypt, promised: shall return some day and deliver 
all from this accursed land”. Thus the hope was fire 
Miriam’s heart and through her enkindled the hear 
the entire Jewish colony their 
and oppression the hope deliverer come grew 
more powerful. Moses, meantime, settled the land 

the Midianites, married the daughter Yethro, 
pered and became great that country, with never 

thought the rash promise his youth. When, 
later, his brother Aaron came him even the memor 
the word had vanished, and only with great 
was convinced that must return lest the 
Egypt despair. 
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this departure from the bible account 
the Book Exodus, which relates that Moses received 
direct command from God Mount Horeb return 
Egypt. This departure from the original not due 
merely the demands fiction, but more presup- 
position the author. Though nowhere explicitly 
stated, the author has made his own modern misinter- 
pretation the miraculous and the supernatural. The 
miraculous not due God’s intervention His world 
behalf man, but emotional response extra- 
ordinary person extraordinary situation. Thus Moses 
had grown into legend during the years his absence, 
and when returned appeared seven feet tall, 
though was actually only ordinary height. light 
seemed surround him, but was real only the 
those who looked upon the desert 
legend was added legend. was told him that 
had struck rock with his rod, and water flowed out 
it; that had made the barren fertile; that had made 
the desert flower. had even gotten around that the 
Red Sea had separated its waters his command that 
the Israelites might pass, and closed again upon the pur- 
suing Egyptians. Such tales amused Moses, but was 
careful deny them when they reached him. This story, 
then, not exactly fiction. attempts something 
more than fill the original. reinterpretation 
the original according the demands rationalistic 
and agnostic critique. 


During his youth the palace Moses became accom- 
plished the magic the magicians, and added many 
trick his repertory during his exile. This served 
him often amuse his guests, but had more important 
purpose when found himself competing with the 
Egyptians before Pharao. There confounded his former 
teachers feats that they had never before even sus- 
pected. Once again, nowhere stated explicitly that 
the visitation the plagues came about through the magic 
Moses, but clear and logical implication the 
structure the story. 


The result all this that the character Moses 
that half-willing charlatan; man who becomes 
leader and organizer despite himself, who carried along 
the stress events, making the best unexpected, 
unwanted, unusual situation. certainly does not ap- 
pear divinely appointed leader the people. 


But the book dull for more reasons than one. What 
interest does have the natural interest that any reader 
would find great and noble character history. One 
thing sure that the interest neither the story nor 
inthe style. monotone minor key. flashes 
inspiration, enthusiasm, even mild emotions, dis- 
turb the unrippled monotony the printed word. Some- 
where the early pages mention made the Egyptian 
custom building all their houses exactly alike. The 
author has accomplished more remarkable feat—he 
builds every sentence exactly the same way. Three 
sentences out four begin with the conjunction, the same 
conjunction, and. picayune for the moment, 
page 306 there are ten successive sentences that begin 
with the inevitable and. This should sufficient warn- 


ing against reading this version The Exodus. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Kersh Lee 


Kersh, Gerald. Prelude Certain Midnight. 
Doubleday. May 22, 1947. 249p. $2.50. 


Mr. Kersh’s title, bit ambiguous its final relevanc 
one respect least well chosen. His novel—i 
underdone series studies conflict may called 
novel—is itself prelude. Not another novel, con- 
fused today the separation art and life, but life 
itself, more specifically World War II. The reader 
(who must half-artist) called upon the author 
(who functions other-half-artist) supplement Mr. 
Kersh’s subacid tale single murder with his own 
reflections mass murder. 


So 


Here, then, have “prelude” the form memoir 
the “old crowd” who one time frequented the Bar 
Bacchus. They are motley London crew, Bohemian 
backwash which includes blowsy prostitute whom the 
author wishes could blown high wind from “the 
flyblown face the exhausted tormented man 
who translating the Bible into the vernacular—when the 
cock crows the third time Peter made say, “What 
rat turned out be!”—Asta Thundersley, Lesbian 
important family make cabinet ministers 
tremble when she sets about righting wrongs, 
pugilist, baronet named Sir Storrington Thirst, sadistic 
book reviewer, and other jaded haters mankind. And 
the lot The Murderer. 


There suspense kind Asta seeks discover who 
was the Bacchus group who brutally murdered little 
girl the neighborhood the height London fog. 
some the chapters identified The Murderer, 
and his weak, self-pitying, self-inflating thoughts revealed. 
All purpose, other than the author’s mordant read- 
ing that our society murder will not always out. The 
atmosphere miasmic; still, Mr. Kersh more circum- 
spect than, say, Mr. Waugh, that there are protracted 
scenes evil. Yet the noisome atmosphere and the un- 
healthy pre-occupations almost all the characters pre- 
clude the possibility any but adult readers, and only 
those whom elliptical style communicates. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Lee, Edna. The Web Days. 
May 1947. 276p. $3.00. 


The woman reader who wants adult 
fairy tales, and unrestrained opportunity for day dreams 
for her money will get her $3.00 worth from this novel. 
about Hester Snow, product New England or- 
phanage, who after six years farm and two years 
minister’s household, advertised Georgia newspaper 
for position governess. Saint Clair LeGrand answered 
her and invited her come his home, Seven Chimneys, 
instruct his small son. Here she found weird set- 
ting neglected estate and decaying family, the latter 
consisting the dowager Mme. LeGrand, greedy, gross 
old woman bound wheelchair, unhappy young 
mistress who escaped temporarily through drink 
manently through death the cruelties practiced her, 
the little boy who was pawn between the two, and 
dissolute, depraved gentleman who indulged himself while 
his estate was going ruin, and who was never without 
his jeweled, leather-thonged whip. 


Appleton-Century. 


| 
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The Yankee schoolmarm changed the shiftless, debt- 
ridden plantation into its former, prosperous self, after 
she assumed charge house and field Negroes, hired 
temporary hands from the new Freedman’s Bureau just 
established, reworked the cotton and rice fields, and even 
loaned LeGrand her poor little savings put the estate 
order. Wonderful believe, the Negroes let her order 
them around and did her bidding. More wonderful still, 
she did not lose face when she worked, too. 

Only Tawa, Saint Clair’s insolent brown concubine and 
the mother his two sons, gave her trouble. was 
pity Hester believed LeGrand when told her the three 
belonged his step brother, Roi, because her dawning 
interest for the latter righteous, chivalrous young man was 
smothered thereby the shame she felt for having per- 
mitted him kiss her. Shortly after the young mistress 
was drowned under suspicious circumstances, Hester mar- 
ried Saint Clair LeGrand. Almost immediately her eyes 
were opened the reason for the marriage, his son’s 
inheritance which she was administrator, and his 
real nature, that perverted and maniacal sadist who 
let nothing stand the way his pleasure. 


Conveniently, his accidental death which Hester could 
have prevented solved the problem for her. Although 
the poor-whites stoned her suspicion her guilt, the 
half-brother, Roi, who had loved her all the while, carried 
her, her infant son and her step-son off Missouri where 
they planned take claim. for love, she left 
the magnificent plantation which year’s time she had 
made fruitful and productive degree envied the 
old planters the district, resigning for the certain 
drabness and hardship the new West which she had 
known her New England childhood. 


Hollywood will probably film this one quickly, and the 
result passes the censor should profitable the box 
office. book, makes poor fare for the escape reader, 
and irritation the adult who expects novel 
mirror the essential characteristics the period and place 
which set, and its characters bound the 
same laws probability which govern living persons. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—MAY SELECTION 


Walsh, William Thomas. Our Lady Fatima. Mac- 
millan. May 20, 1947. 227p. $2.75. 


the best Belloc tradition, historian William Thomas 
Walsh visited the scene which writes and ques- 
tioned the only living witnesses this latest revelation 
Our Lady. With this valuable first hand knowledge, the 
author has been able correct some mistaken notions 
that have arisen with the legends the Most 
prominent the prayer the Lady commanded the chil- 
dren recite after each decade the Rosary, 
Jesus, pardon and deliver from the fire hell. 
Draw all souls heaven, especially those most 
The latter part has erroneously. been spread among the 
faithful as, “Deliver from Purgatory, the holy souls, es- 
pecially those who have one pray for them”. The 
Lady also asked specifically for the consecration Russia 
her Immaculate Heart, not the world was done 


Pope Pius 1942. 


Walsh Thirkell 


Best SELLER 


Through the principal witness, Sister Maria das Sore 
the only one the three children surviving, the 
secution and unbelief, trial and suffering, the same story 
reminiscent the apparitions Our Lady 
Bernadette and the Sacred Heart Saint Margare 
Mary Alacoque. Lucia (now Sister Maria das Sores) 
years old, Francisco, eight years old, and Jacinta, six, 
honestly portrayed. the tale the apparitions pro 
ceeds, one feels the growth the crowds, the 
and sincerity the multitude composed scoffers, 
lievers and fanatics both sides. 


The miracle performed the Lady the last day 
doubt for fully 70,000 men, women and 
dren witnessed the celestial fireworks, the fearful 
and falling the sun testimony her truth. Eve 
Avelino Almedia, Freemason, managing 
Seculo, the largest newspaper Lisbon, finds 
hard-pressed minimize the evidence his 
Administrator Ourem, materialist who 
the children September thereby changing the 
apparition from the 13th that month the 19th 
denies anything miraculous happened though was 
present. His the mind common then today, the 
reasons, “such things not happen, therefore they 
not happen”. 


World War was predicted and the present position 
Russia. Prayers were always asked and always for sinner 
and for the post-war world 1917 well 
prayers and the communion and confession five suc 
cessive first Saturdays, together with fifteen minutes med: 
tation the mysteries the Rosary were prescribed. 


Some the clergy doubted then 1917, perhaps som: 
still do. Some were openly hostile and some 
the children after careful investigation. Rome move 
slowly and the Church has deemed prudent mak: 
official and dogmatic pronouncement the appar: 
tions yet. However, after reading this inspiring stor 
one understands why the devetion has been 
and encouraged. 


May Our Lady Fatima manifest herself still more 
grace this post-war world that needs her badly. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D 
University Scranton 


Thirkell, Angela. Peace Breaks Out. 


19, 1947. 370p. $2.50. 


Mrs. Thirkell the daughter Professor Macka 
and the grand-daughter Edward 
written number novels the English folk 
shire. This, the latest addition the series, 
taining account how the outbreak peace finds 
villagers Hatch End, rambling collection cottage 
dominated few great houses, over which 
general air harmonious crumblingness. you like 
Austen Trollope, Mrs. Thirkell’s writing will you 
taste, for she modern version either both 
them. The essence the charm which lingers thee 
pages lies the variety local scenes and 
Scratcherd, the village artist; the whimsical 
dictable Lady Emily; the solid old lawyers, farmers, 
laborers; the delightful young folk, especially its centr 
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character, Ann Fielding, nineteen and just emerging into 
the world grown-ups. Add this series lovely 
descriptions the English country-side, and the result 
amusing, readable, somewhat sentimental, and typically 
English style novel. will not offend even the most 
fastidious taste, but will best appreciated the more 
mature reader. 


The plot slight and subordinate character and com- 
ment. tells how three young couples 
matched and happily married after enough hesitancy 
keep the reader guessing and the story moving easily. 
This less important than the quietly observant 
commentary the people, politics, and romance her 
village. Mrs. Thirkell has any lesson for our dis- 
tracted world, would seem this fact plentiful 
and happy marriages; one heroine speaks wistfully hop- 
ing for ten children. And one would quarrel with that. 


Her society the English fundamentally 
unchanging group, temporarily eclipsed but bearing 
with mixed stolidity, grumbling, and humor Mrs. Thir- 
kell’s picture true one. the American reader has 
any feeling pique with the book, will not with the 
author’s technique, which excellent, but with the people 
the story. They seem excessively 
thing remote from their village, the war, the 
which comes them way rumor, London, where 
they never go, and generally the rest the universe. 
Catholic will seem that they take their religion the 
same spirit the Sunday afternoon teas the Deanery. 
Lady Fielding objects the word “oratory” “would 
smack author adds, “Then they all 
laughed and felt safe ground”. Such people must 
well insulated against whatever intellectual currents there 
are England today. The leftists are treated spirit 
high comedy and some delicious fun made them; 
but one can’t help wondering when think who 
has the control modern England. After describing the 
coming peace, the author remarks that “old England 
lurched her Mrs. Thirkell’s recipe humor, 
insistence the fundamentals life, and recall the 
traditional English virtues would seem good treat- 
ment for patient this condition. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 


Washington, 


peace, 


PEOPLES BOOK CLUB—JULY-AUGUST 


SELECTION 
Spence, Hartzell. Vain Shadow. Whittlesey. May 
19,1947. 432p. $3.00. 


This Hartzell Spence’s first venture into fiction; his 
earlier books dealt with life the family energetic 
Methodist minister, and both One Foot Heaven and 
Get Thee Behind sold rather well. Nor this book 
entirely fiction, but rather fictionalized biography 
Francisco Orellana, whose name will strange most 
Mr. Spence feels that history has dealt unjustly 
with Orellana, and has set out prove him man 
“unusually enlightened, not only for his own dark age, 
but for any period history”. Unfortunately, Mr. Spence’s 
theory about the “dark age” which 
would make largely because the influence the 
Spanish Church, and when find him writing the 
Preface that has deviated from historical fact the 


Spence Prouty Leslie 


extent that “Two villainous priests, Friar Vera the 
New World and Friar Torres Spain, have been in- 
corporated into single must rather doubt 
the good faith which claims have approached 


his period. 


However, there very little the book itself object 
to; Mr. Spence has regrettably cheapened the book 
some his references the heroine, Dona Ana Ayala, 
whom Orellana loves;; their conduct the two are irre- 
proachable, but Mr. Spence finds necessary use de- 
scriptive devices much cheaper kind fiction, though 
only, must said, few places. 
The descriptions the hardships and bravery featuring 
Orellana’s Amazon expedition are extremely well done, 
and Mr. Spence has travelled good deal through the 
region about which writes, able convince 
the reader with the accuracy his work. The action 
the book constant and absorbing, and one begins take 
some the author’s enthusiasm for his hero and for 
the age which lived. The passages dealing with the 
party’s crossing the Andes are particularly good. 
all, this well-done historical novel, and though 
the reader may feel that Mr. Spence has made too much 
out the obscure Orellana, the book can read 
competent summer fiction. 

Dom Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Prouty, Olive Higgins. Home Port. Houghton, 
Mifflin. May 22, 1947. 284p. $2.75. 


There need introduce Mrs. Prouty, the author 
Stella Dallas. And let not prejudiced the con- 
tinued radio version that famous story. For those who 
have read her more recent novels, White Fawn and Lisa 
Vale, Home Port will continuation her stories 
about the socially prominent Vale family Boston. The 
chief character this latest novel Murray Vale, pre- 
sented suffering from inferiority complex caused 
the traditions his dominant family and the popular 
personality his older and adored brother. 
own personality, contrast, stodgy and unspectacular 
and considers himself unsuccessful. chance tragedy 
causes him change name and identity and while his 
family mourns him dead seeks new way life. 
Different surroundings and lack Vale restraint com- 
pletely transform him few years. His romance with 
Nora Brock completes his roundabout journey home 
port and rightful family esteem. The plot and his char- 
acter development are interdependent. 


This extremely light fiction and does not have much 
merit entertainment literary pursuit. Except for one 
objectionable passage page 66, more suited the 
adolescent reader. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


e 


There’s Spot Heart. Simon 
May 13, 1947. 240p. $2.75. 

the atom bomb, Molotov, Communism, collective bar- 

gaining, recession and inflation have racked your mind 

each upon its own particular Procrustean bed, you sense 
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the approach ripe post-bellum neurosis and cannot 
afford psychiatrist, you seek release from the tyranny 
the intellectual paladins you simply crave liter- 
ary catharsis, read this book. 

Subtitled nostalgic There’s Spot Heart 
discards the husk plot for the kernel salt humored 
non-saccharine nostalgia. Esmaux Loyola Van Woort, 
Monahan matter what his name, narrates the scene 
and characters his New York City childhood the 
Edwardian days the brownstone houses “which seem 
have been hewn out some residue the primal ooze”. 
His family, the Monahans, are the book. 


There Grandfather Monahan: who went half around 
the world hear Adelina Patti sing; grandfather, who 
had now and then, suddenly being whisked off 
the hospital for acute alcholism although one ever 
saw him drunk; grandfather the humanist who “felt that 
good behavior was personal matter hot bath 
and people should not expect reward praise for any 
more than they should expect complimented for not 
stinking”; grandfather the loveable old skeptic who had 
the highest “respect for the cloth” but “did not like see 
being used wrap fool”. 

Mother—dear sweet futilely energetic mother dissipated 
enough effort build the Panama Canal. every- 
body loved her, but she left most her dearest friends 
waiting for her street corners and never saw them 
again”. Mother approached question progressive 
digression and “when say she did not make much sense 
speak with deep filial affection”. 
Uncle George was Brobdingnagian, cyclone trapped 
barrel”, Tin-Horn Torquemada” furiously thumping 
his inquisitor’s gavel every visiting clergyman. 
tant’ was too fragile word define Uncle George’s 
emotions the Church. ‘Church Rampant’ might have 
been more accurate, although ‘Church Berserk’ was even 
closer it.” 

McCloskey the huge Irish cook and Grandmother Mona- 
han carry perpetual the kitchen, feud that 
barely endured the quietus armed neutrality once 
week Sunday when they piously accompanied each 
other Mass. The manouvers, strategies, flankings and 
rontal attacks their campaign for the honor pre- 
paring breakfast resemble contest Clauswitz verusus 
Von Moltke war charity the death. 


New York firemen, the police, the Irish, the Clubs the 
day, Sister Rose Angelica “out-heroding Herod” the 
telling the Christmas story, McCloskey’s newly im- 
ported nephew Michael, all shine bright spots light 
the delightful family that holds the stage. 

Frank Leslie’s story has appeared condensed form 
“Life With Grandfather” the Ladies Home Journal. 


The book improvement and its one two very 
venial peccadilloos are lost the intrinsic health and 
sanity the whole 


University Scranton 


MacRae, Donald. Dwight Craig. 
May 1947. 398p. $2.75. 

This novel recounts 
struggle, and the complete failure 


Houghton, Mifflin. 


especially the inner 
Dwight Craig 


Best SELLER 


prevent himself from becoming cad. Orphaned 
infancy, was brought his Aunt Martha 
waged heroic but poorly managed battle run rai 
House, shabby hotel middle western way station 
tanical, impractical, her love for the child was her con 
suming passion and the child’s worst 
babying him and shielding him from the world she suc 
ceeded only driving him into himself and ultimately 
turning him against her. Dwight was diffident, intro 
spective, evasive and morose. Despised his home 
acquaintances he, turn, hated them. 

college did well scholastically, being gifted stu 
dent, but failed every other proved 
reciprocating the love Esther Martin, fine girl whor 
pose and achieved some success the dramatic 
But always remained actor, playing part and 
ing impress people rather than immersing 
courageously life and facing its realities. 
recognized this false they dropped him and 
embittered, drifted into small town teaching job afte 
finishing college. grew more surly and cynical, 
liberately antagonizing his associates with his 
grudge against the world. amused himself carryin; 
illicit love affair with pathetic creature name 
Millie Maule, whom was calculatedly cruel. 

The death his Aunt Martha, whose heart had broker 
callous neglect while sponged off her poor 
suspicion that had been behaving like 
quote Mr. MacRae). There were two alternatives: 
face the pain honest self-analysis and take 
himself, accept his cadhood and make the most 
it. chose the latter. 


With the savings his dead aunt took graduat 
studies large prairie university, conceiving 
racket that might made pay cultivate 
winning smile, resonant voice and platform manne 
also concocted pedagogical theory—“dynamic 
inflated into book. Although fuz 
and pretentious and filled with the impossible jargon the 
infests educational trade journals, achieved 
success and finds himself accepted authority 

the educational world. then bluffs his way into 
responsible administrative post far western 
and ultimately becomes its president selling down 
river the very man whose mistaken trust had put 
there. Meanwhile had married promising 
woman whose life turns into secret Hell the sak 
his ambition. The closing incident the book 
visit old home town acquaintance named Cla 
Ferguson which throws into relief the double fruits 
glittering external success and 


hypocrisy. 

The idea behind this story sound enough, but the 
tion leaves great deal desired. There sur 


ness touch the characterization, and the style 
some the extreme, many the pages being 
unreadable (e.g., 35-37; 286-291). From page 291 
ward the story becomes interesting for the first time, 
the ironical handling educational bluff tempera 
and skillful, but this lift comes too late save the nov 
whole. Therefore, apart from the frequent profani 
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and coarseness (p. 83-4, 92, 109, 130, 139, 189, 356, 
368), there seems reason recommend the book. 
Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Lowry, Malcolm. Under the Volcano. Reynal and 


Feb. 19, 1947. 375p. $3.00. 
There are two prerequisites for the enjoyment this 


novel: predilection for the psyc tragedy 
modern man and the enjoyment what has come 
known texture fiction. Malcolm Lowry, like James 
and Lawrence, has story, plot, ex- 
His novel rather the proliferation 
single situation. This situation posed the visit 
Yvonne, divorced actress wife Geoffrey Firmin, 
logical drunkard. Yvonne returns find not only Geof- 
frey, but also his militantly leftist half-brother Hugh and 
motion picture director Jacques Laryelle, one Geoffrey’s 
boyhood friends. All three men are love with Yvonne. 
plotted narrative this situation, placed the luxuri- 
ant atmosphere tropical Mexico, might have been de- 
veloped along the conventional gaudy lines. But Mr. 
Lowry chiefly concerned with the emotional reactions 
and the psychological processes his characters. The 
various streams consciousness here are gushing torrents. 
Ancient memories, mingled with present impres- 
sions, become agonizing because the emotional rawness 
these sensitive, suffering souls. Thoughts crash like 
cannon-balls through defenseless minds and multitude 
words and sensations fly like bats through mental and 
moral ruin. 
The patient reader can bring some coherence the story 
digging out vein meaning which deliberately 
suppressed. Geoffrey study modern futility. 
the sensitive, cultured, frustrated man who 
jected opportunities reform. has reached the point 
which every thought self-torture and every action 
compounds his misery. Laryelle another pitiful failure, 
soaked drink. Yvonne, mysteriously beautiful, 
trinsically weak and unconsciously fraud. The creature 
publicity man and her own rationalizations, she 
represented useless and therefore charmingly dangerous. 
Hugh, with his active political faith the Spanish 
ists, the only character who functional. 
Under the Volcano has been extravagantly praised for 
real merits. has most the virtues associated with the 
current subjective techniques and 
There accurate sensuous observation, fine 
perception mood, blending landscape with the 
inscape the soul, sustained intensity, occasionally bril- 
liant associative thought and style which alternately 
blackjacks the imagination into horrible numbness and 
lulls sensuous repose. But fundamentally 
negative study disintegration. Facilis descensus Averno. 
easy for the artist conduct the downward 
astra. Let reserve the highest praise for the 
writer who leads us, with the usual halts and 
the mountains. The book may interest moral- 
technique. 


Jo yyce 
offer. 


many 


sense 


Francis Connolly, 
New York City 


FAMILY READING CLUB 
Faralla, Dana. The Magnificent Barb. Messner. 


Apr. 30, 1947. 203p. $2.50. 


the offspring horsemen Kevin Fitzgerald slept, 
lived and dreamed horses although the family’s circum- 
stances were such that only Ziki, the blind Arabian mare, 
remained the blooded herd which Sean (Lusmore) 
Fitzgerald had brought Mare’s Nest, the Georgia planta- 
tion, just after the Civil War. Sean had been Irish 
jockey who had been banned for dishonesty and had then 
joined band Irish horsetraders whom had left 
after their migration America. But luck had not been 
with the Fitzgeralds and story’s opening find them 
impoverished and improvident with only family pride and 
home grown crops sustain them. 

Teen-age Kevin had little the way horseflesh, save 
his dreams, until the trader chief, Taig Dunnagh gave 
him decrepit, delapidated, half-starved bag 
bones whom only Taig and Kevin noticed the sparks 
greatness. first obstacle was overcoming 
his family’s attitude discouragement. But gradually 
Lusmore and Ivor, Kevin’s father, became interested and 
The Barb was fed and treated back health. Kevin’s 
freely lavished love was however the major factor. The 
Barb developed into magnificent hunter and was entered 
major steeplechase with Kevin rider. Boy and 
horse reached the pinnacle his dreams when they won 
the race but The Barb died the accomplishment. His 
colt, sired from Ziki, together with the memory The 
Barb were sufficient however fulfil all Kevin’s aspira- 
tions. 


Miss Faralla has written quietly chraming story boy 
and his love for horse, love which not only aided 
his own development but also helped reinvigorate his 
whole She has written against back- 
ground with decrepit plantat ion and Irish 
horse-traders, not Romany blood but surely tinged with 
Romany customs and culture, the principal elements. 
the 


the ic nileac: entertaining 1 4; 
the whole the book leasantly reading 


and may recommended all classes readers. 


White, The Elephant and the Kangaroo. Put- 
nam. Apr. 11, 1947. 254p. $2.75. 


After reading the blurb and then the book, one wonders 
whether Mr. White one those unhappy expatriates, 
anglicised Irishman, whether just happened 
write book that did not sell across the Irish Sea. The 
blurb informs that Mr. White this book has struck 
back his critics, and that “he exerts himself nastily 
enrage all lovers druids, dryads, and Erin fey”. That 
exerts himself nastily unusually accurate for pub- 
lishers’ blurb; but that enrages all lovers druids, 
dryads, and Erin fey not accurate all, for Mr. 
White not writing druids, dryads any other 
kind legendary folk, but the Irish and their belief 
God. One final disagreement with the publishers be- 
fore getting the book: Mr. White has not succeeded 
being “extremely funny”. 


This said not much spirit offended sensibilities 
disappointment, for other books the author has 
succeeded being extremely The Sword the 
Stone wonderfully playful satire the legend 
Arthur and the customs the English, and the more 
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recent Mistress Masham’s Repose almost good 
bringing life modern setting the Lilliputians. Both 
these are rich allusion and thoroughly 
great disappointment now discover this new book 
that the author’s wit and flair for satire are not always 
associated with good taste good manners. Good taste 
good manners would have prevented him from char- 
acterizing the Irish generally indolent, ignorant, im- 
moral and superstitious, would have kept him from 
poking fun their faith God and future life, 
veneration the Blessed Mother God, and their 
praying. This lack taste not redeemed the fact 
that the author exceptionally clever building 
ridiculous situation. That virtue rather serves em- 
phasize his besetting fault. 


The story itself many ways typical White fantasy. 
the village Burkestown, Ireland, certain Mr. 
White, Englishman interested nature study and 
sundry other pursuits, lives with Irish family named 
O’Callaghan. Mikey, the husband, the usual low- 
comedy caricature man who just about get last 
year’s plowing done this year; his wife superstitious 
and simple soul out the same comic strip. While 
Mikey finds impossible master the simplest parlor 
trick because can never sure which his right hand 
and which his left, Mrs. O’Callaghan perpetual fear 
the fire going out the sun shines it, and resorts 
prayer any and all occasions. Mr. White himself 
rationalist who believes neither superstition the 
supernatural, and the county considered hard 
man trade with for the habit speaking the 
truth and the natives have had little experience with the 
truth any form. 


Into this setting introduces the Archangel Michael, 
who comes down the “chimley” one evening, announces 
the coming another flood, and instructs them prepare 
voyage Noah old. Mr. White takes charge the 
preparations, inverts the new barn, provisions it, and has 
navigable condition just the spring floods strike. 
The strange vessel borne out the flood with Mr. 
White captain, and Mikey and Mrs. Mikey crew 
and passengers. Mr. White, however, had not anticipated 
that the course his voyage would down the channel 
the Slane, and had not therefore foreseen the necessity 
getting under, around, over the bridges. Damaged 
the first bridge, the Ark gave the second, and the 
three continued their voyage into the heart Dublin 
water barrels. 


Incidental all this great deal comment, argu- 
ment, planning and selecting the cargo the Ark most 
carefully. There are not few pages which, out their 
context, would provide some moments enjoyable humor, 
but their context they fail because the common 
failure the book. Mr. White’s mind the saying the 
Rosary, pray, even believe God, seem the 
equivalent believing that the changes the moon bring 
change the weather, believing that person 
passes from left right front you the road will 
bring bad luck. The total effect that sustained 
sneer religion. 

likewise has the effect sustained sneer the 
Every Irishman dolt; every Irish girl over sixteen 
thieves, liars, worse. Irishman would take offense 


Barthas 


SELLERs 


gentle satire, beneath could detected some 
spect for the people. But there neither respect nor 
sympathy Mr. White’s satire. 
regret not able recommend book the author 
The Sword the Stone and Mistress Masham’s Repose, 
but that’s the way is. 

Charles Denecke, S.]., 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


* * 
Wodehouse, Full Moon. Doubleday. May 
276p. $2.00. 


Colonel Wedge strikes the proper light leit-motiv 
the Wodehouse. tell you,’ says, ‘the 
idea being cooped Blandings Castle the time 
the full moon with Clarence, Galahad, Freddie, and 
this fellow Plimsoll the premises one that frankly 
appals me. like being wrecked desert island 
with the Marx Brothers.’” But for the reader, it’s 
met moonlight, the customary classic farce rolls 
the fated spindles the three spinning wenches who 
control the. never-never cosmos where dwell Lord Ems 
worth, Aunt Hermione, and Freddie Threepwood, now 
dog-biscuit salesman for his millionaire American 
in-law. 


Mr. Wodehouse performs his customary feats verbal 
legerdemain, tying immortal lines English poetry into 
ridiculous contexts, producing impeccable Mozartian 
harmony slang the wedding English and 
can idioms. awes the mind think that, while the 
Panzer Divisionen were roaring over Europe, this was one 
the things being hatched under the Plautine bald dome, 
behind the barbed wire Berlin’s Hotel 
instead any crusty attempt ostracize Mr. 
medal should struck his honor, the Empress 
Blandings rampant upon it, or, that seems too terrify. 
ing, porcinely couchant her pen. Apparently, 
always Wodehouse. 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, 

Buffalo, New York 


Barthas, Chanoine and Fonseca, Pere G., S.J. 
Our Lady Light. Bruce. May 1947. 225p 
$2.50. 

May, 1947, marks the thirtieth anniversary the 
appearance Our Lady the Rosary three 
guese shepherd children, Jacinta, and Lucy 
Fatima, country parish about seventy miles north 
Lisbon. letter May 1917, Pope Benedict 
called upon all Catholics organize crusade 
peace for the world through the intercession 
then added her litany the invocation: Queen Peace 
pray for us. Exactly eight days later May 13, 
Mary, clothed luminous garments, appeared 
mountain valley, known Cova Iria, near Fatima 
these children, two girls and boy, aged between 
and ten years. She commanded them recite the 
ask for the end the war. Six times this apparition 
was repeated succeeding months, always the sam 
day, the thirteenth, except once where the civil authoritie 
imprisoned the children. Her message was simple: 
recite the rosary daily for peace, correct their 
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faults. and penance for the sins man. Two 
the children died few years later, but the third, Lucy, 
still living nun Portugal. The later apparitions 
were attended thousands people, all whom testi- 
fed remarkable natural phenomena, such the 
nous cloud, the astonishing dance the sun, during 
the time the visions. 


Everyone has heard these appearances, but their true 
not generally appreciated because the full 
facts about them are not widely known this country. 
This book should help correct that situation. After 
reading it, must agree with Father Husslein, who 
states foreword that the appearances are “among the 
most events the twentieth They 
are Closely linked the troubled history our times 
and anv who are anxiously seeking divine guidance 
international affairs should acquaint 
them. seems that Our Lady the Rosary will 
and for Portugal has been, the refuge the faithful 
against the ravages atheistic communism. While Spain 
has been drenched blood through inspired 
rebellions, Portugal has enjoyed and peace under 
Catholic regime, whose beginning dates 
apparitions. was precisely this time also that the 
communist revolution began Russia. The magnitude 
the cult which has developed Cova Iria not 
suficiently known Catholics; literally millions have 
visited the spot, and May 13, 1938, one time half 
million were present take the vow. 


The present volume short, little over two hundred 
and its style readable. based the authorita- 
ive work issued the Portuguese Jesuit, Father Fonseca, 
professor the Biblical institute Rome. There are 
general sections: the apparitions, the pilgrimage, the 

seers, miracles, and documents. comprehensive and 
carefully done, but within the range the most casual 
reader. One peculiarity the paragraphing; there are 
about ten each page, some only sentence, and 
this reviewer found that annoying. 
bound and well illustrated with photographs the main 
events, but the dust jacket unhappy combination 
purple and yellow, giving cheap look. All 
should familiar with the facts presented this volume 
and the publishers are commended for making them 
available popular form. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Britt, Elizabeth Where Truth? 
May 20, 1947. xiv, 322p. $3.00. 


Among the American religious communities Japan 
during the years before Harbor were the Religious 
the Sacred Heart. schools and academies were 

frequented Christians and non-Christians 
people various nationalities. The solidity the in- 
which these nuns imparted Catholic doc- 
clearly seen the present work one their 


number Elizabeth Britt. 


Longmans. 


fifteen chapters comprising less than three hundred 
pages she has summarized the main points Catholic 
apologetics: the proofs for the existence God; His 
divine nature and attributes; the divinity Christ; and 


Britt Corwin 


finally, the establishment the Catholic Church the 
infallible interpreter faith and morals and the sole 
dispenser supernatural life. She has boldly faced and 
honestly answered the main objections brought against 
Catholic doctrines modern scientists, sociologists, and 
historians. 

Where Truth? intended text-book for 
teachers schools higher education. Thus the end 
each chapter the author gives number “Ques- 
tions” order see whether not the students have 
fully grasped the matter treated. This followed 
“Study Topics,” which enables them devlop the same 
theme their own way. Finally, there are “Reference 
Readings” that afford them the opportunity deepening 
their knowledge Catholic doctrine consulting the 
recognized authorities each particular subject. These 
Questions and Study Topics are singularly appropriate. 
regard the works reference she cites those only 
which were written originally English, translated 
into our language. Moreover since throughout the text 
she constantly uses philosophical theological terms, 
which are not readily familiar the generality readers, 
she has added glossary which she gives brief explana- 
tion their meaning. 

Despite these attempts simplification the reviewer’s 
opinion that the present work above the comprehension 
the average grammar high school students, but 
admirably adapted those who have had the benefit 
college education. 


she states that the earliest extant manuscript the 
Gospels dates from the fourth century, whereas have 
Syriac version from the first half the second century. 
This fact gives added weight her thesis that the his- 
toricity the Gospels far better established than the 
writings other ancient authors. While cannot 
expect complete account the causes the Protestant 
Reformation book this scope, yet mention only 
the Black Death (p. 210) and not the disastrous Western 
Schism shows lack proper historical perspective. 
The Council Trent officially opened 1545 not 


1541 (p. 211). 


her glossary the author times sacrifices correctness 
the sake brevity, e.g., her definitions the words 
“altar,” “Confirmation,” But these are only 
minor flaws book that highly recommended 
will undoubtedly much strengthen the 
faith those already Catholics, and perhaps will lead 
non-Catholics enter the Church, where alone the 
questions that agitate the world find correct solution, 
and where the means come closer God are found 
abundance. 


ve 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Mt. St. Alphonsus, 
Esopus, 


Corwin, Norman. Untitled and Other Radio Plays. 
Holt. Apr. 24, 1947. 558p. $3.00. 


The publishers Untitled mention the cover this 
latest volume radio plays Norman Corwin that 
Corwin, like George Bernard Shaw, likes write prefaces 
his plays. This reference almost uncanny not only 
its complete lack relevance but its unerring in- 
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stinct that the ONLY thing Corwin and Shaw have 
common their penchant for writing prefaces. But 
say Corwin Shaw explain nothing. The 
fact the matter that Corwin expert technician 
who combines touch the poet with generous (some- 
times too generous) helping schmaltz and gets results 
that vary quality from the extraordinary power and 
beauty “They Fly Through the Air” (not included 
this collection) the belligerent cliches many the 
present pieces. 

delicate his fantasies and heavy-handed his propa- 
ganda pieces. Two the radio plays this collection are 
fantasies the best Corwin tradition, The Undecided 
Molecule, which written verse that altogether 
charming, and You Can Dream, Inc., which expert and 
imaginative. However, most the other plays represent 
the “dedicated” Corwin which say that they are 
the “Short day ago lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow” 
school wartime sentimentality. this group the 
exceptional play that does not open close with 
soldier’s voice saying: name Joe Smith. You re- 
member me. used live next door you. bones 
are rotting Okinawa now but there was time when 
enjoyed good hot grub cold day. There was time 
when could remember the way dog jumped when 
said, ‘Down, the way Mary looked when 
kissed her the back seat our old Chevrolet”. While 
this not literally Corwin’s dialogue, comes painfully 
close. However, only fair mention conclusion 
that you can plough your way through all this pure 
marshmallow, you will rewarded from time time 
with flashes real imagination master radio tech- 
nique. 

Jean Kerr, 


Washington, 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the Fan-Dancer’s 
Horse. Morrow. June 11, 1947. 250p. $2.50. 


Perry Mason and Della Street herein become involved 
murder case where similarity appearance leads 
mistaken identification and the jumbling time-table 
which Gardner’s lawyer-detective unable unjumble 
until acts upon the assumption that possibly his client 
telling the truth. 


John Callender forced Lois Fenton into marriage threat- 
ening expose check-forging her black-sheep brother, 
Jasper. When she married him Lois gave her fan- 
dancing career. She signed agreement permit Irene 
Kilby, who resembled her appearance use her name 
and her bookings. But when life with John became un- 
bearable Lois resumed her career and attempted force 
Irene desist. When Perry Mason advertised the finding 
some fan-dance equipment had two Lois Fentons 
claiming it. What had found was pair fans and 
pair slippers; what they were seeking was horse 
which had figured Jasper’s attempt rob Callender’s 
safe. 

But then Callender was found murdered hotel room 
and chain witnesses established time-table events 
which included visits both fan-dancers 
After mixup identification the police concealed the 
bogus Lois Fenton and had the real Lois identified the 


Powell Gardner Coles 


Best SELLER 


murderess. Perry unscrambles the riddle the 
district-attorney-foiling courtroom scene. Gardner fan 
will welcome this book, done typical Gardner style 
pattern, and unobjectionable for adults save for 
overemphasis the physical charms the fan dancer 
and dust jacket that goes beyond suggestiveness 
display feminine anatomy. 


INNER SANCTUM MYSTERY 


Powell, Richard. And Hope Die. Simon 
Schuster. June 13, 1947. 250p. $2.50. 


Apparently the Saturday Evening Post doesn’t 
coy captions. They called And Hope Die the game 
fish title Barracuda, and their illustrator played 
straighter than does Frank Lieberman the dust jacke 
Richard Powell’s new adventure Arab and 
Blake. happens, both approaches the Powel 
esthetic are correct their own way. His skulls are real 
but they grin. His murders are grimly feasible, but zany, 
plugs the old Nick and Nora game marital footie 
footie for all worth, but his approach fresh. 


This time Arab drags Andy into mean mess 
tempted murder, black-birding rich 
Havana Florida, mysterious child, and the 
enigmatic blonde. any case involving Arab and 
the puzzle not the thing, but rather the situations 
the repartee. These latter are loopy ever, and, 
good measure, Mr. Powell tosses Harry Fink, 
degenerate ever crawled out the pages Faulkner 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


Coles, Manning. With Intent Deceive. 
day. Mar. 1947. 282p. $2.00. 


The Coles around the course again par; but the 
have broken par occasion before. Now they are 
the time-lag between the end Nazism villain 
fodder and what bids fair equally plentiful 
supply, the world tentacles the 
detestable cartoon brat, Orphan Annie, seems already 
pointing the way here.) Nazi booty the prize 
time, contested for English adventurer, band 
Argentine gun-men, Tommy Hambledon and his White} 
hall investigators, and two grimly resolute knights 
who cop the prize the end, retired tanner James 
and the brother the murdered Selkirk. letting 
focus rest upon James Hyde the Coles are only 
the inexorable law all romance cycles from the 
ian material Mickey Mouse. Hambledon, like 
and the redoubtable Mouse, continues preside over 
adventurers’ table, but Gawains, Percivales, and 
Ducks continue admitted book book. 


The Coles are quite evidently cognizant othe 
literary influences working this, the seventh 
the Hambledon-saga. James Hyde, for example, 
great deal John Buchan’s Dickson McGunn; and 
mere accident that James Hyde bears the 
Henry Jekyll’s alter ego. But they have reversed 
Stevensonian roles, and let Hyde release, his 
querade Hugh Selkirk, not the pent evil 
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fallen nature but the gallant romanticism that also Whether the Hammett-Chandler influence, 


innate the imperfect human personality. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Little, Constance and Gwenyth. The Black Goatee. 
Doubleday. Feb. 20, 1947. $2.00. 


Having sold his home good profit, Aloysius Graham 
found himself the embarrassing position having 
nowhere go. With his daughter, her friend, and the 
doctor-employer, moved into the left wing 
his two cousins’ their consent 
edge. There the foursome was joined Smith, 
elderly stranger with black goatee, who thought was 
renting room for the night but who found instead perma- 
nent lodging coffin. 


Shortly thereafter the owners, middle-aged divorcees, dis- 
covered their lodgers’ presence; the suitors one the 
began compete individually against the charms 
her ex-husband who also took residence the old 
mansion; and the pages turn, readers learn why the 
divorcees’ insurance from their dead father ($1,000 
month) does not suffice for their needs, and why the sight 
the black-goateed man has innocently unnerved the 
sisters and several other characters. 


Loosely knit, the plot absurd, and while funny spots 
leaves the reader unamused closes the covers. The 
the black-goateed motif strained and uncon- 
vincing, serving only provide entry for this book 
among the authors’ other “black e.g., Black Stock- 
ing, Black Shrouds, Black Paw, etc. Best feature the 
the current housing shortage spring board for 
the action. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


leslie, Jean. Three Cornered Murder. Doubleday. 
Apr. 24, 1947. 224p. $2.00. 


Professor Peter Ponsonby—note the Chestertonian allitera- 


the sort musical comedy professor who would 
never hired Jesuit Dean. dupes deans, plays 
his colleagues, prefers brown beer blue books, 
and spends most his academic hours solving murders. 
This time, course, the professional hero those earlier 
numerological problems, One Cried Murder and Two 
Faced Murder, couldn’t really help it. walked straight 
into the drug-store corner killing Dr. Lawson, and one 
the gunsels whom had come across 
planted hot rod his pocket. (My, how that 
thieves’ argot slides right out book and into re- 
view!) 

Three Cornered Murder middling hard-boiled, middling 
middling fast-paced, middling witty. The Nick 
Charles formula for spoofing sex—in this case Dr. Pon- 
and the very nubile Mara Mallory are the eve 
marriage, and the somewhat obvious cream the jest 
sthat they can hardly wait any sense the word— 
till rides high, wide, and moderately handsome, since the 
lover repeatedly described red-headed ape. 


whether California hamlets are just plain rotten with 
police corruption, wouldn’t know. any rate, this 
another treatment police and politics tied with 
gambling interests. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 
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